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Proton Therapy Meeting & Tour

Directions
To the Hotel

Sheraton® Suites Houston Near The Galleria® • 2400 West Loop South
Houston, Texas 77027-4204 • Phone: 713-586-2444 

Reservations are under the name of “South Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society.”

From Galveston 
Take Interstate 45 North •	
to U.S. 58 South. 
Then take Loop 610 •	
North and exit at San 
Felipe. 
Make a U-turn under •	
Loop 610 prior to San 
Felipe. 
Proceed south on the •	
feeder road, and the 
hotel is after San Felipe 
and before Westheimer 
Road.

From San Antonio
Take Interstate 10 East •	
to Loop 610 South and 
exit at San Felipe Road, 
Exit 8C.
Stay on the feeder road •	
and pass San Felipe. 
The hotel is on the right •	
before Westheimer.

Take Loop 610 South (take a right on to the loop •	
from the hotel).
Exit Fannin and turn left on Fannin.•	
Go past Reliant Stadium and stay to the right •	
when the road forks.
Take a right on Old Spanish Trail.•	
Proton Therapy Center is on the right after about •	
½ block.

From the Hotel  
to the Tour
January 9, 2010

MD Anderson Proton Therapy Center 
1840 Old Spanish Trail • Houston, Texas

From Austin
Take Interstate 290 to •	
Loop 610 South and 
exit at San Felipe Road, 
Exit 8C.
Stay on the feeder road •	
and pass San Felipe. 
The hotel is on the right •	
before Westheimer.

From George Bush  
Intercontinental Airport

Take Sam Houston Park-•	
way 8 West to Interstate 
45 South. 
Then take Loop 610 •	
West to Loop 610 South 
and exit at San Felipe 
Road, Exit 8C. 
Stay on the feeder road •	
and pass San Felipe. 
The hotel is on the right •	
before Westheimer.
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T

Proton Therapy Meeting & Tour

Accommodations
January 9, 2010

Sheraton® Suites Houston Near The Galleria® • 2400 West Loop South
Houston, Texas 77027-4204 • Phone: 713-586-2444 

Reservations are under the name of “South Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society.”

The Sheraton Suites Houston Near The Galleria is 
ready to greet you with a pleasant and comfortable stay. 
Spend the day browsing The Galleria Mall’s extravagant shops 
and day spas, just two blocks away. Afterwards, share in some 
delightful food and conversation in the restaurant or lounge.

Extra touches — ergonomic chairs, complimentary local, 
800 and domestic long-distance calls, and comfort items 
such as plush robes and slippers — make the deluxe suites 
even more comfortable. Along with the beautiful guest 
suites, the following guest services are offered:

•	 Complimentary high-speed, wireless Internet access 
	 in all guest suites 
•	 Brand new onsite Omaha SteakHouse® 
•	 Concierge at your service, arranging dinner 
	 reservations in Omaha SteakHouse, or in one of over 

8,000 Houston area restaurants 
•	 Business Center open 24 hours a day with computer 

access, printing, faxing, photocopying and overnight 
shipping available 

•	 Outdoor swimming pool with hot tub 
•	 Complimentary transportation within a 3-mile radius 

of the hotel (upon availability) 
•	 Complimentary use of the fully-equipped fitness 
	 center 
•	 Lobby gift shop 
•	 Personalized wake-up calls 
•	 Secure safe deposit boxes 
•	 Prompt, personalized, and friendly room service 
•	 Laundry and dry cleaning services available Monday–

Saturday 
•	 Full compliance with the Americans with 
	 Disabilities Act

Parking
•	 Day parking (self): $4.00
•	 Overnight covered parking (self): $7.00
•	 Overnight covered parking (valet): $23.00

The SOUTH TEXAS CHAPTER of the HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY, INC.  
welcomes our  

NEW MEMBERS

We wish them well in all their endeavors and especially hope that  
their association with the South Texas Chapter will be long and mutually rewarding!!!

Joseph Avila
Shell Global Solutions

Michael Butkus
TAMU 

Gary Chen
TAMU

Brittany Farley
TSTC

Eric Hammond
Champion  

Technologies

James Judge
INEOS USA, LLC

J. Scott Kirk, CHP 
Waste Control  

Specialists

Scott Lehr
Champion  

Technologies

Dennis Machajewski
Lexicon  

Pharmaceuticals

Doretta Olsen
USAF Wilford Hall  

Medical Center

William Pate
UTHSC at  

San Antonio

Paula Reed
Kell West Regional  

Hospital

Chloe Roberts
STC Science Fair  

Winner 

David Samaniego
Austin  

Community College

Charles  
Williams, CHP

U.S. Army Medical  
Department Center  

& School

Wesley Williams
HPS Student  

Science Awardee

http://www.stc-hps.org
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People
Ken Krieger

Down
1.	 When Greek philosopher runs into 
	 Grant’s foe
2.	 Horse food bit
3.	 Helped figure out fission
4.	 Look for
5.	 Talking horse (with 10 down)
6.	 Much sought after hydrocarbon
7.	 Did experiments with gold foil
8.	 Leave
10.	 See 5 down
13.	 Couple who discovered Ra and Po
14.	 The H-bomb was his “son”
16.	 Military storage space
19.	 National Public Radio
21.	 What fire produces
22.	 Name of Auckland, New Zealand 
	 band who sang “How Bizarre”
23.	 Personal pronoun
25.	 Post sunset
29.	 Response to bad news
32.	 Country in the mid-east (abbr.)
33.	 Sheep’s bleat
34.	 Preposition
35.	 Super Sonic

Across
1.	 Smallest part of an element or 
	 molecule
4.	 Only person to have an element 
	 named for them while still alive
9.	 Pointed toward the target
11.	 Internal Use Only
12.	 Prefix meaning 1012
13.	 Group whose beliefs may be 
	 different than mainstream ideas
15.	 Mt. Rushmore St.
17.	 Garden tool
18.	 The Volunteer St.
20.	 Shiny metal
24.	 Led the Manhattan project
25.	 USA sprinter _______ Edwards
27.	 DOE and NRC in the early days
28.	 Enemy
30.	 Rank before Cpt.
31.	 What theoretical physicists are 
	 looking for, viscera
33.	 Talked a lot with Einstein
34.	 Industrial safety watchdog
37.	 TIME’s person of the century
38.	 Big productions over nothing

Answers found on page 18.

NRC Requests 
Organizations 
to Report on 
Tritium Exit 

Signs in their 
Possession
http://www.nrc.gov/

reading-rm/doc-collections/
news/2009/09-011.html

The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) has 
requested 61 organizations 
to check tritium exit signs 
in their possession against 
their records and to report 
any lost or missing signs to 
the agency.

The NRC’s action follows 
an inspection of Wal-Mart 
Stores, Inc., conducted in 
December and discussed in 
a meeting with Wal-Mart 
officials this week. A year-
long audit by Wal-Mart 
identified approximately 
15,000 tritium exit signs 
lost, missing, or otherwise 
unaccounted for at its stores 
and warehouses nationwide. 
Wal-Mart, which kept the 
NRC informed of its audit, 
expects to submit a formal 
report to the agency in late 
January.

Tritium exit signs pose 
little or no threat to public 
health and safety and do 
not constitute a security risk. 
However, the NRC requires 
proper recordkeeping and 
disposal of all radioactive 
materials. Proper handling 
and recordkeeping are 
important, because a dam-
aged or broken sign could 
cause minor radioactive con-
tamination of the immediate 
vicinity, requiring a poten-
tially expensive clean up.

“Wal-Mart’s inability to 
account for all the tritium 

continued on page 19

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has two Health 
Physicist II openings with our Homeland Security Program. These open-
ings are related to the planned, low-level radioactive waste disposal facilities in 
Andrews County, Texas. More information is available at:
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/admin/jobs/docs/10009.pdf

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-011.html
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/admin/jobs/docs/10009.pdf
http://www.stc-hps.org
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-011.html
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-011.html
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DDear Mr. John Salsman,
I am writing to thank you for your generous dona-
tion to the Neff-Poston HPS Scholarship at Texas A&M 
University. The scholarship was awarded this fall, and will 
help fund my education at Texas A&M for the remainder 
of the year. I cannot express how grateful I am to be the 
recipient of this academic award, and be assured that the 
scholarship funds received will go a long way in fund-
ing my continuing education in the Nuclear Engineering 
Department.

This fall I am entering my final year as a Radiological 
Health Engineer. I have attended Texas A&M for four years, 
originally majoring in Nuclear Engineering before taking 
interest in Health Physics. Despite being in my final year, 
I am still evaluating my future career. Originally planning 
to pursue a profession in Medical Physics, I have recently 
taken interest in continuing my education at medical 
school. My hopes are to pursue a career centered around 

Thank You from Shawn Shepel

Answers to People
Ken Krieger

Renaming 
The Billet 
Reminder

IIn a possible attempt 
to rename The Billet, 
the newsletter of the STC, 
I want to invite more com-
ments and suggestions. 
Please send them to me 
at jph@swri.org. After the 
suggestions are collected, I 
will list all the suggestions, 
including keeping the cur-
rent name, and the mem-
bership will then vote on 
what they want to call the 
newsletter of the STC.

Thanks, John P. Hageman 

Go to www.stc-hps.org/billet.htm to view this newsletter IN COLOR!  
To be among the first to know when The Billet STC Newsletter is online, log on to the  

Membership Directory in the Members Only section of the STC-HPS Web site. Not only  

will you be among the first, you’ll also save the cost of printing and postage.

nuclear medicine, radiation/diagnostic imaging, or possibly 
research.

At Texas A&M, I have tried my best to do well in the 
classroom and still stay involved in the school socially. As a 
freshman, I was invited to walk on to the men’s basketball 
team and will be entering my final season this year. I am a 
member of both the Health Physics Society and the Ameri-
can Nuclear Society chapters at Texas A&M. Most impor-
tantly, I still manage to enjoy time with friends and family. 
My time here has been a very rewarding experience, and 
none of it would have been possible without the support 
from you.
Again I wish to thank you for your generous donation. 
Your support has blessed me with the opportunity to get 
the most out of my educational and college experience.

Sincerely, Shawn Shepel, October 1, 2009

http://www.stc-hps.org/billet.htm
mailto:jph@swri.org
http://www.stc-hps.org
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MMembers of the South 
Texas Chapter manned 
an exhibit booth and 
conducted an eight-hour 
Science Teachers’ Workshop 
(STW) during the CAST-9 
Convention of the Science 
Teachers Association of 
Texas, held on November 
5–7 at the Moody Gardens 
Convention Center in 
Galveston. About 6,000 
teachers attended the con-
vention.

Over 500 brochures were 
distributed to the exhibit 
booth visitors and thirty 
people signed up for more 
information. The booth was 
ably manned by Jim and 
Sharon Sharp, who were 
assisted by Al Evans and 
Sam Daniel.

Nine students attended 
the STW, which took place 
at the Holiday Inn and was 
conducted by Al Evans; Ken 
Krieger; John Poston, Sr.; 
and Sam Daniel.

South Texas Chapter at  
Texas Science Teacher Convention

Al Evans

Our student programs are funded by our Affiliates!

exit signs the company pur-
chased demonstrates that 
organizations may not be 
fully aware of the regulatory 
requirements for owning 
these signs,” said George 
Pangburn, deputy direc-
tor of the NRC’s Office of 
Federal and State Materials 
and Environmental Man-
agement Programs. “The 
NRC wants to be certain 
that organizations are aware 
of their responsibility to 
properly account for tritium 
exit signs in their posses-
sion and to dispose of them 
properly at the end of their 
useful life.”

In a “demand for infor-
mation” issued today, the 
NRC asked organizations 
possessing 500 or more tri-
tium exit signs to report in 
writing to the NRC within 
60 days the following infor-
mation:
•	 An explanation of how 

the organization ensures 
compliance with regula-
tory requirements apply-
ing to the possession, 
transfer and disposal 
of tritium exit signs 
the organization has 
acquired

•	 A confirmation of the 
total number of signs 
possessed, and whether 
this matches the num-
ber in the organization’s 
records 

•	 The reasons for any dis-
crepancies, and actions 
taken or planned to 
locate any missing signs 

•	 Actions taken or planned 
to prevent future losses 
The organizations 

receiving the demand for 
information were identified 
through the NRC’s General 
License Tracking System, 
which contains information 
filed by device manufactur-
ers regarding initial distri-
bution of the signs. The 

NRC continued from page 17

continued on page 23

John Poston Sr.

Ken Krieger

Sam Daniel
Sam Daniel and 

Jim Sharp

http://www.stc-hps.org
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Member Renewal/Application
Form available online at www.stc-hps.org

Please print – Information is used for mailing labels and directory listing. 

Name					     Title
	    (First	 Middle or Initial-Optional	 Last)	 (PhD, MS, CHP, NRRPT, etc.)

RENEWALS: Check and update your CONTACT information in the STC 
online directory at www.hpschapters.org/stc/login.php3. Then submit this 
form with just your name, payment, and other choices below and sign here: 
New members, please complete the entire form.

Business name
Provide business name and check if address given is	 ❏  Bus. or	 ❏  Home

Street

City	 State

Phone

Fax

Email

Alternate Email

Business dept.

Apt./PO Box#

Zip code				    ❏  Omit address from Directory

Type of phone	 ❏ Bus.	❏ Home	 ❏ Mobile	 ❏  Omit from Directory

Type of fax	 ❏ Bus.	❏ Home		  ❏  Omit from Directory

				    ❏  Omit from Directory

Not for Directory, only to be used by STC if primary email fails

❏	 Yes, I am a National HPS member.
❏	 Yes, I am a certified health physicist.
❏	 Yes, I am a registered radiation protection technologist.
❏	 Other

❏	 I only want The Billet STC Newsletter electronically
	 THIS INFORMATION CAN BE UPDATED ONLINE

Please check the STC-HPS committee(s) on which you would like to actively serve.
❏	 Nominating	 ❏	 Meeting Program	 ❏	 Admissions (Membership)	 ❏	 Publications
❏	 Legislation	 ❏	 Public Relations	 ❏	 Affiliate	 ❏	 Other/Ad Hoc
❏	 Student Assistance	 ❏	 Science Teacher Workshop

Enclosed is my check #__________ made payable to the STC-HPS for the following:

STC-HPS dues for the year:

	 Regular membership:	 $10/yr ×_____Years	 = $____________________

	 Student membership:	 $  5/yr ×_____Years	 = $____________________

	 Student Scholarship Fund Donation (tax deductible)		  = $____________________

	 Science Teachers Workshop Donation (tax deductible)		  = $____________________

	 Total Enclosed		  = $____________________

Please complete and mail this form with your check or money order (payable to STC-HPS) to:  
STC-HPS Treasurer • David Fogle • PO Box 201723 • Austin, TX 78720-1723

To pay by major credit card (VISA®/MasterCard®/American Express®/Discover®), transmit your credit card number, 
expiration date, and payment authorization to the STC-HPS treasurer, using one of the following methods:

	 ❏	 Email it to David.Fogle@dshs.state.tx.us
	 ❏	 Telephone it to David Fogle at 512-834-6688 x2203
	 ❏	 Include it on the Member Renewal/Application form (below)

Number	 Expiration date	 Signature 08
09

http://www.stc-hps.org
http://www.hpschapters.org/stc/login.php3
mailto:David.Fogle@dshs.state.tx.us
http://www.stc-hps.org
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Affiliate contact person (one free individual membership)

Please print – Information is used for mailing labels and directory listing, and will appear in the STC Newletter and on the chapter Web site at www.stc-hps.org 

Company name

Contact person’s name

Company mailing address

Street address

City	 State	 Zip code

Work phone	 Fax

Email

Company Web site

Alternate contact person (optional)

Company name

Alternate contact person’s name

Company mailing address

Street address

City	 State	 Zip code

Work phone	 Fax

Email

Membership & dues information

Chapter President Stan Bravenec extends a personal invitation to you to become (or remain) a chapter Affiliate and 
participate in the Annual Affiliates Fair as well as all activities of the chapter throughout the year.

Affiliate membership includes an advertisement in the STC-HPS Membership Directory, exhibit space at the Affiliates 
Fair, one individual chapter membership, a company Web site link from the STC-HPS Web site, and a listing on the 
Affiliate Membership Roster printed in all issues of The Billet STC Newsletter (an STC-HPS quarterly newsletter).

Affiliate Annual Membership Dues $150.00

Please complete and mail this form with your check or money order (payable to STC-HPS) to:  
STC-HPS Treasurer • David Fogle • PO Box 201723 • Austin, TX 78720-1723

To pay by major credit card (VISA®/MasterCard®/American Express®/Discover®), transmit your credit card number, 
expiration date, and payment authorization to the STC-HPS treasurer, using one of the following methods:

	 ❏	 Email it to David.Fogle@dshs.state.tx.us
	 ❏	 Telephone it to David Fogle at 512-834-6688 x2203
	 ❏	 Include it on the Affiliate Renewal/Application form (below)

Number	 Expiration date	 Signature

Contact information for Affiliate-related questions, comments, or address corrections

STC-HPS Affiliates Committee Chair • Andrew Pitts • Alpha Neutronics, Inc. • 11534 Trickey Road • Houston, TX 
77067-3406 • E: admin@alphaneutronics.com • T: 281-872-0075

Affiliate Renewal/Application
Form available online at www.stc-hps.org

12
09

http://www.stc-hps.org
http://www.stc-hps.org
mailto:David.Fogle@dshs.state.tx.us
mailto:admin@alphaneutronics.com
http://www.stc-hps.org
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ADCO Services
Len Warbiany
17650 Duvan Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60477
WEB: www.adcoservices.com
E: lenw@adcoservices.com
T: 708-429-1660
F: 708-429-9759

Advanced Measurement  
Technology, Inc. (Ortec)
Barry Wilson
7820 Enchanted Hills Blvd 
Suite A269
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
WEB: www.ortec-online.com
E: barry.wilson@ametek.com
T/F: 505-867-7665

Alpha Neutronics, Inc.
Andrew Pitts
11534 Trickey Road
Houston, TX 77067-3406
WEB: www.alphaneutronics.com
E: admin@alphaneutronics.com
T: 281-872-0075
F: 281-872-0075

Ameriphysics, LLC
Tom Hansen
11634 Turkey Creek Road
Knoxville, TN 37934
WEB: www.ameriphysics.com
E: tom@ameriphysics.com
T: 865-228-1997 (Tom)
T: 865-654-9200 (Office)
F: 865-531-0092

Atomic Energy Industrial  
Laboratories (AEIL)  
of the Southwest, Inc.
Steven H. Allen
9261 Kirby Drive
Houston, TX 77054-2514
WEB: www.aeil.com
E: shallen@aeil.com
T: 877-866-AEIL (toll-free)
T: 713-790-9719
F: 713-790-0542

Bionomics, Inc.
John McCormick
Post Office Box 817
Kingston, TN 37763
WEB: www.bionomics-inc.com
E: bionomicsjohn@comcast.net
T: 865-220-8501
F: 865-220-8532

Canberra Industries, Inc.
John LeJeune
4428 Stone Mountain Drive
Fort Worth, TX 76123
WEB: www.canberra.com
E: jlejeune@canberra.com
T: 817-423-9633
C: 817-584-0323 

Chase Environmental Group
Scott J. Winters
19110 Canyon Vista Court
Tomball, TX 77377-7889
WEB: www.chaseenv.com
E: swinters@chaseenv.com
T: 877-389-2124
F: 866-850-5726

Dade Moeller & Associates
Jodi Jenkins
3445 Executive Center Drive Suite 100
Austin, TX 78731
WEB: www.moellerinc.com
E: jodi.jenkins@moellerinc.com
T: 512-653-9705
F: 512-340-0902

Earth Tech | AECOM
Carl Forbes
8005 Outer Circle Road
Brooks City-Base, TX 78235
WEB: www.aecom.com
E: carl.forbes@earthtech.com
T: 210-271-0925
F: 210-271-3061

F&J Specialty Products, Inc.
Frank Gavila
404 Cypress Road
Ocala, FL 34472
WEB: www.fjspecialty.com
E: fandj@fjspecialty.com
T: 352-680-1177
F: 352-680-1454

ISO-TEX Diagnostics, Inc.
Tom Maloney
Post Office Box 909
Friendswood, TX 77546
WEB: www.isotexdiagnostics.com
E: isotex@aol.com
T: 281-482-1231
F: 281-482-1070

Ludlum Measurements, Inc.
George Espinosa
Post Office Box 810
501 Oak Street
Sweetwater, TX 79556
WEB: www.ludlums.com
E: georgeespinosa1@yahoo.com
T: 505-920-6338
F: 325-235-4672 

Microtec Services, Inc.
Quintin Stokley
110 Charles Street
Pasadena, TX 77506
WEB: www.microtecservices.com
E: qstokley@sbcglobal.net
T: 713-475-2274
F: 713-475-2362

Owens Scientific, Inc.
Betty Hail
23230 Sandsage Lane
Katy, TX 77494-4207
WEB: www.owensscientific.com
E: sales@OwensScientific.com
T: 281-394-2311
F: 281-394-2522
ANS: 713-784-8443

TThe Affiliates of the South Texas Chapter (STC) are listed below. Our Affiliates help support our 
Chapter functions, and we should support them. They contribute substantially to the STC, and each should be 
thanked by our considering their products or services first. Also, tell them we sent you. 

Affiliates: Please review your listing below and email any corrections to admin@alphaneutronics.com

mailto:admin@alphaneutronics.com
http://www.adcoservices.com
mailto:lenw@adcoservices.com
http://www.ortec-online.com
mailto:barry.wilson@ametek.com
http://www.alphaneutronics.com
mailto:admin@alphaneutronics.com
http://www.ameriphysics.com
mailto:tom@ameriphysics.com
http://www.aeil.com
mailto:shallen@aeil.com
http://www.bionomics-inc.com
mailto:bionomicsjohn@comcast.net
http://www.canberra.com
mailto:jlejeune@canberra.com
http://www.chaseenv.com
mailto:swinters@chaseenv.com
http://www.moellerinc.com
mailto:jodi.jenkins@moellerinc.com
http://www.aecom.com
mailto:carl.forbes@earthtech.com
http://www.fjspecialty.com
mailto:fandj@fjspecialty.com
http://www.isotexdiagnostics.com
mailto:isotex@aol.com
http://www.ludlums.com
mailto:georgeespinosa1@yahoo.com
http://www.microtecservices.com
mailto:qstokley@sbcglobal.net
http://www.owensscientific.com
mailto:sales@OwensScientific.com
http://www.stc-hps.org
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Philotechnics, LTD
Alvin Smith
201 Renovare Blvd
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
WEB: www.philotechnics.com
E: arsmith@philotechnics.com
T: 412-527-3591
F: 865-220-0686

Quantum Technical Services, Inc.
Chuck Winfield
Post Office Box 7950
Pasadena, TX 77508
WEB: www.quantumtec.net
E: C.winfield@quantumtec.net
T: 877-461-7200
F: 281-461-7209

Radiation Technology, Inc.
Doris Bryan
Post Office Box 27637
Austin, TX 78755
WEB: www.radiationprograms.com
E: doris@radiationprograms.com
T: 512-346-7608
F: 512-795-8718

Southwest Research Institute
John Hageman
Honorary Affiliate
6220 Culebra Road
San Antonio, TX 78238-5166
WEB: www.swri.org
E: jhageman@swri.org
T: 210-522-2633

Suntrac Services, Inc.
Rob O’Donel
1818 East Main Street
League City, TX 77573
WEB: www.suntrac.com
E: rob@suntrac.com
T: 281-338-2133
F: 281-338-2136

Texas Southern University
Carlos Hardy
Honorary Affiliate
3100 Cleburne Street
Houston, TX 77004
WEB: http://physics.tsu.edu/Academics/
         BSRadiation.php
E: hardyc@tsu.edu
T: 713-313-1850
F: 713-313-7851

Texas State Technical College
Linda Morris
Honorary Affiliate
3801 Campus Drive
Waco, TX 76705
WEB: www.tstc.edu
E: Linda.Morris@tstc.edu
T: 254-867-2952

Thermo Fisher Scientific
Michael Fontenot
1410 Gillingham Lane
Sugar Land, TX 77478
WEB: www.thermo.com
E: michael.fontenot@thermofisher.com 
T: 713-272-4568

Waste Control Specialists LLC
Tim Greene
9998 Hwy 176 West
Post Office Box 1129
Andrews, TX 79714
WEB: www.wcstexas.com
E: TGreene@wcstexas.com
T: 888-789-2783 or 575-394-4300

William B. Johnson & Associates, Inc.
Charles (Dick) Landfried
Post Office Box 472
200 A.E.I. Drive
Lewisburg, WV 24901
WEB: www.johnsonnuclear.com
T: 304-645-6568
F: 304-645-2182

New
!

organizations include large 
retail store chains, churches, 
federal and state agencies, 
school districts, and univer-
sities, among others.

The signs are considered 
“generally licensed devices,” 
because they are inher-
ently safe enough to be 
handled or used by anyone 
with no radiation training 
or experience. Although 
purchasers—known as 
“general licensees”—do not 
need authorization from the 
NRC or a state regulatory 

agency to possess the signs, 
they are subject to certain 
regulatory requirements 
regarding handling, trans-
fer or disposal of the signs. 
They are also subject to 
NRC or state inspection and 
enforcement action (includ-
ing fines) for violating those 
requirements.

From 2001 through 2007, 
Wal-Mart purchased approx-
imately 70,000 tritium exit 
signs to install in its stores 
and warehouses. Last year, 
after discovering some signs 

were missing, the company 
initiated an audit of all its 
facilities. The NRC and its 
Agreement States (the 35 
states that regulate radioac-
tive materials under agree-
ments with the NRC) have 
been kept informed of Wal-
Mart’s progress in its audit. 
The company is now in the 
final stages of removing 
tritium exit signs from its 
facilities and returning them 
to the manufacturers in 
accordance with NRC regu-
lations for proper disposal.

The NRC reminded 
manufacturers and general 
licensees of the regulatory 
requirements for tritium 
exit signs in a Regulatory 
Issue Summary (RIS 2006-
25) issued in December 
2006. The requirements 
are also spelled out in 
NUREG-1556, Consoli-
dated Guidance for Materi-
als Licensees, Volume 16, 
Appendix L. More recently, 
the NRC posted a Fact Sheet 
on tritium exit signs on its 
Web site.

NRC continued from page 19

Your Chapter is getting stronger through  
the contributions of your Affiliate Members!

When you need services,  
call your STC Affiliates first!
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Date Location Topic Newsletter Deadline

January 8–9, 2010 Houston, TX
Technical Meeting & Grand 

Tour of MD Anderson  
Proton Therapy Center

November 5, 2009

January 24–27, 2010 Albuquerque, NM
National HPS  

2010 Midyear Meeting
NA

April 9–10, 2010 College Station, TX
Student Presentations &  
Annual Business Meeting

February 6, 2010

June 27–July 2, 2010 Salt Lake City, UT
National HPS  

55th Annual Meeting
NA

June 29, 2010, 7:30 a.m. Annual STC Breakfast

September 1–3, 2010 Austin, TX
Texas Radiation Regulatory 

Conference
June 24, 2010

January 2011 TBD LLRW Waste Site (Tentative) November 5, 2010

April 2011 Waco, TX
Student Presentations &  
Annual Business Meeting

February 4, 2011

February 6–9, 2011 Charleston, SC 2011 Midyear NA

Summer 2011 TBD
National HPS  

56th Annual Meeting
NA
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