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State of Texas Chapter Health Physics Society 

Fall Conference and Affiliates’ Fair 
Dallas, TX – Monday, September 23, 2019 

STC-HPS 
P.O.Box 29021  
San Antonio ,  TX 78229  
 

 

 

The State of Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society (STC-HPS) will host the Fall 
Conference and Affiliates’ Fair in Dallas, TX on Monday, September 23, 2019. This year 
our conference will focus on Emerging Technologies and will feature presentations from 
UT Southwestern Medical Center’s faculty.  
 
The evening reception will include:  a presentation from Hak Choy, MD; Chair of 
Radiation Oncology, a tour of UT Southwestern Radiation Oncology Center with hors 
d’oeurves and a cash bar.  Please indicate on your registration form if you would like to 
attend the reception. One additional guest may attend the reception for $15.00. 
 
If you would like to give a presentation, please contact President-elect Matt Amen at 
matt.amen@utsouthwestern.edu for more information. 
 
Meeting Location  
DoubleTree by Hilton 
2015 Market Center Blvd 
Dallas, Texas 75207 
 
Registration Costs 
$80 for STC-HPS members  
$100 for Non Members  
$20 for Students  
$90 for STC-HPS Members and $120.00 for Non-Members for at the door registration on day of the 
meeting (subject to availability) 

 
Meeting Registration includes a light breakfast and lunch. 
 
A block of rooms has been reserved for the evening of September 22, 2019 at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton for $125/night + tax. Parking is complimentary. Please use the link 
below to reserve a room at the special rate. 
 
Click for DoubleTree Room Reservations 

 

Room rates are available from September 20 through September 26. 
 

 
 



 
Recap of the April 2019 Student

Presentations and Chapter Meeting

By:  Latha Vasudevan, CHP, PhD, Chapter Past President

The State of Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society (STC-HPS) held its annual student presentations meeting April 5–6, 2019,
at the University of Houston, Houston, Texas. This year, we had more than 20 undergraduate and graduate student presenters and
nearly 70 attendees. The students showcased their excellent work in various areas of health physics. Topics covered nuclear
medicine, cyclotron decommissioning, various detector systems for nuclear security, radiological emergency response, mobile
search systems, computed tomography, etc. All presentations were equally good so the judges had a difficult time tallying scores.
The STC–HPS presented cash awards with first place ($250), second place ($100), and third place ($50) for best presentations in
bachelor's, MS, and PhD degree levels.

We also invited our high school science fair winners (Houston and Dallas) to share their winning projects with us. One of the
Houston fair winners also won our chapter award for the Texas Science and Engineering festival hosted by Texas A&M University.
The chapter presented gift certificates to the science fair winners as a token of appreciation.

The STC–HPS announced the newly elected officers for the executive council: President-elect Matt Amen (UT–South Western),
Treasurer-elect Erich Fruchtnicht (Texas A&M University), and Board member Otu Inyang (University of Houston). We are also
excited to announce that the chapter designed its own customized table runner that can be used at all meetings. Altogether, this
meeting was a huge success and the chapter is expressing its appreciation to all the members for their participation and
cooperation.

The STC–HPS is planning its next affiliates meeting for September 2019 and the meeting venue is tentatively UT-South Western,
Dallas, Texas.

 

http://stc-hps.org/billet/2019August/index.htm


 
Science and Engineering Fair

of Houston

By:  Stan Bravenec, MS, DABSNM, CHMM, LMP

Two STC-HPS members (Otu Inyang and Stan Bravenec) judged the Science and Engineering Fair of Houston on February 23,
2019. The two judges interviewed multiple students, and although the competition was stiff, there were two projects that stood out
above the rest. The two judges left the fair with a good feeling that there are some outstanding future Health Physicists, Scientists,
Engineers, and Physicians getting started on their careers.

We have two great awardees, both in the senior category. They are not giving out the names and contact information at the fair
anymore but will be sending it to the lead judges within a week. Winner certification report and photos of winners and judges are
below.

Both projects were very well prepared and well presented. It was obvious that there were months of preparation and hard work
invested in both of these outstanding projects. The State of Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society is proud to present both
winners with an award plaque and a one year Student membership in the Chapter. Congratulations to Jenna and Alexandra!

1st Place: Jenna Jackson: #3343: Coal Ash:
Testing the effect of fly ash on radiation levels in
soil at Texas coal power plants. Ms. Jackson
investigated the radiation levels of fly ash



surrounding coal power plants utilizing a high purity
germanium detector to distinguish the peaks of the
different radioisotopes present in her samples. This
is important environmental monitoring around
power plants.

2nd Place: Alexandra Tan: #3187: Mitochondrial
effects of high energy high charge (HZE) irradiation
on the liver. Ms. Tan investigated the effects of
high energy high mass particle effects on



mitochondria in liver cells utilizing samples that had
been irradiated at Brookhaven National Labs. This
is an important area of research dealing with
astronaut health during travel in deep space.

Judges Otu Inyang and Stan Bravenec





 
STC Participated in the

Scouts of America STEM Conference

By:  Ken Krieger, MS, CHP

On the same date as our last chapter meeting, the Scouts of America had the first annual Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) conference in the NRG Center, in Houston, TX.

I was sorry to miss the STC meeting but thought the STEM conference might be a good event to participate in. There were about 150
different booths set up in the NRG Arena, ranging from STEM training, companies that are in the STEM field, firefighting, high
tech, automobiles, etc. I would estimate about 2,500 participants came and went all day. Scout leaders, teachers, parents, as well as
the scouts themselves were in attendance. Many people came to the table interested in finding out about nuclear technologies and
where they could go to learn more. I met some teachers and STEM coordinators from various places around Texas and gave them
information about our Science Teacher Workshops.

A funny side to the story was the location of the booth space they assigned us. It was right below the air conditioning vent for the
Arena. So, there was a significant breeze coming from the top and behind the booth. The cardboard cut outs showing information
that I have would not stand without being blown over. Information papers would not stay on the table without something on top of
it. Every time someone would pick up the meter or plate to look at it all the papers under it would blow away, and we would have to
go chase them. I asked for a new location but they said they were completely full and had nowhere else for me to go. Hopefully, next
year we will get a better location and not have to worry about stuff blowing away and we can display more items.

 

http://stc-hps.org/billet/2019August/index.htm


STC-HPS Breakfast meeting in Orlando, Florida 

Contributed by: Latha Vasudevan, Ph.D., CHP, Chapter Past-President 

 

 The State of Texas Chapter of the Health Physics Society (STC-HPS) 
held its traditional breakfast meeting on July 9, 2019 at the Hilton Orlando Bistro during the 
64th Annual Health Physics Society Conference. We had a good turnout including student 
members. The Chapter past president welcomed everyone, mentioned that the STCHPS is doing 
well and encouraged retention of membership in the Chapter. One of the student members 
briefly talked about the Texas A&M University student HPS Chapter.  Several members came by 
to say hello but didn’t stay for breakfast. A picture from the breakfast meeting is shown below.  
 

 
Photo from left to right: Gamaliel Torres, Sandra Ramirez, Andy Tompkins, Ali Simpkins, Latha 
Vasudevan, John Bliss, Ernesto Ordonez, Autumn Kalinowski, Alexander Perry, Dmitri Margot, 
Linda Morris, Nancy Bliss, John Hageman, Ed Bailey, Ken Kreiger and Bob Cherry. 



 
Photos from the April 2019 Student

Presentation Meeting

View these photos with captions.

https://stanbravenec.smugmug.com/STCHPS-April-2019-Meeting/


   

  



 

  



  

  



  

  



   

   



   

  



  

  



   

    



   

   



   

  



  

   



   

   



   

  



 
STC – EC Meeting – Houston, TX 

April 5, 2019 
 

1) Persons in Attendance: 
 

Latha Vasudevan 
Erich Fruchtnicht 
Tracy Tipping 
William Pate 
Otu Inyang 
Linda Morris 
Janet Gutierrez 
Matt Amen 
Jay Poston 
Sandra Ramirez 
Billie Harvey 
John Hageman 
Sylvia Revell - Guest 
Melissa Hageman - Guest 

 
2) Meeting Convened 

Quorum established and meeting officially convened at 6:32 pm. 
 

3) Approval of Minutes  
Minutes of September 10, 2018 meeting distributed and reviewed by group. Motion to approve made by Tracy 

Tipping. Second by Erich Fruchtnicht. Minutes were approved with corrections. 
 

4) Reports Made 
 
Past President (Amanda): 
 

● No report 
 
President’s Report (Latha): 

● September 10-11th meeting and affiliates fair at Granbury was a tremendous success.  
● More than 65 people attended.  
● Welcome reception for vendors and other members on Sunday before the meeting was well 

received. It helped with the registration early so that everyone could attend the meeting the next 
day.  

Tracy Tipping (President-elect) commented on the fact that STC-HPS should consider having a welcome 
reception the previous night for all future affiliate meeting.  

● National HPS president-elect visit was well talked of. (They liked the STC-HPS token gift). 
Wife’s comment was no other Chapter had showed this kind of hospitality. President-elect Eric 
Goldin (during the HPS midyear meeting) emphasized that our chapter had the most members 
during the meeting.  

● Meeting info and details published in Billet and also HPS newsletter.  
● Comanche peak tour was outstanding. Members were thankful for that opportunity. CEU credits 

were received for the tour. 
● Affiliates gift giveaway iPad was the highlight 



 
● Past-president plaque to be given away during the meeting- Thank you Karen Blanchard for making that 

happen. 
● Thank you Tracy Tipping for getting our own STC-HPS table runner. Much appreciated. One more item 

from my wish list taken care of.  
● Thank you Otu Inyang for assisting with the venue for this meeting.  Thank you Tracy for putting 

together the agenda.  
● Charter final version (Susanne Savely revised it in 2017). Amanda/Jennifer may have the final version 

that they submitted to national HPS.  
● Nomination letter for Bob Cherry to be submitted to HPS before May 1st. Sandra to be submitting the 

draft for us to review and submit 
● Chapter report will be submitted to the national HPS- William Gordon still showing as webmaster- need 

to correct.  
● Public relations chair –Janet has withdrawn from that commitment last year. However, I was providing 

submissions for billet and HPS. I will continue to perform the functions. 
● Legislative Committee- Do we need to keep this committee now that Bobby Janecka has already 

withdrawn. When did this committee commenced? Need to include in ByLaws if we continue.  John 
Hagemen recommended reaching out to Alisha Stallard.  Linda Morris will find out if she is interested in 
serving in this role. 

● Alana’s invoice for the Billet and Website 
● Seems she built a new site last year. Follow up. Still not resolved? Do we need to discuss 

alternate options? 
● John Hageman is going to reach out to Alana to see status of the new website 

● Linda and Latha participated in Texas Science and Engineering Fair at Texas A&M and handed over our 
Chapter Plaque and $50 check for the winner 

● July HPS meeting-Orlando. I will take over the responsibilities as HPS Board of Director. Directly 
responsible for our chapter as well as three additional chapters (Deep South, North Eastern New York, 
Northern California). Also will be responsible for academic education committee, international 
collaboration committee and science support committee 

 
Thank you EXEC team for your great support and cooperation! 
 
The following questions from Sep meeting minutes still unresolved.  

 
Question: STC-HPS Charter not transferred over to President? Is that a tradition? 

● Request from Alana the link for the “test” website and all EC members will provide feedback 
● Develop “instructions” for each position and what they need to do each year; wants to provide an 

official letter to each oncoming EC board member with position responsibilities. 
 
President Elect Report (Tracy): 

● The annual student presentation meeting came together very smoothly.  Thank you to Otu Inyang for 
organizing the venue related items for the meeting (Sandra and Billie provided some assistance as well).  
Thanks to Will for handling meeting registrations and dealing with all the weirdness that was thrown at 
him.  We had a huge response from students wanting to present.  So there is a full schedule.  25 
presenters with 18 different presentations.  One downside is that due to the number of student 
participants, there is a large number of non-paying participants.  We will likely not break even with this 
meeting. 

 



 

 

Secretary’s Report (William) 

● Billie moved to certify the results; Sandra seconded; results are certified.  Matt Amen was elected as 
President-elect, Erich Fruchtnicht was elected Treasurer-elect, and Otu Inyang was elected as Board 
Member. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
● We have money.  Very brief summary of the financials: 

○ More than $20,000 in checking 
○ Two money market accounts with Chase ($4,000 and $5,000) 
○ December 31st: Lincoln 3 annuities each at $10,000 
○ The Edward Jones account is at $171,043.32. 
○ Chase checking account                $15,229.57 
○ Chase scholarship account           $5,123.29 
○ Chase science teachers                 $3,993.91 

● All invoices for the April meeting have been paid and/or reimbursed to those paying out of pocket. 
● The Federal Taxes were filed on May 14, 2019.  The due date was May 15, 2019 (not April 15, 2019 

like for us working folks). 
● Tracy made a comment about some people not being able to pay with PayPal;  

Affiliate Report: 
1. Affiliate Members to Date – 12 paid, 2 honorary – SWRI & TSTC 
2. Affiliate Meeting – please let me know information so that I can get donations, vendors to participate/speak, etc. 
3. April 2019– Will email out reminders again for those who have not paid 

 
The Billet Report: 

● Discussion on future meeting dates- Meeting to be held on 9/23 in Dallas, TX at UT Southwestern. 
Next student meeting in 2020 will be held at Texas A&M, with exact date to be determined upon 
reviewing the school schedule.  Perhaps in September 2020, we would have a regulatory conference, but 
we need to verify DSHS support. 

 
Student Assistance Committee Report: 
2019 Science & Engineering Fair Participation 
 
The STC participated in three fairs this year:  Houston, Dallas, and the Texas State Science & Engineering Fair. 

The first two fairs were regional fairs conducted in February.  The STC was registered to participate in 
the Austin fair, but there were not any appropriate projects, so no award was made.  The Texas fair, 
sponsored by the School of Engineering at Texas A&M (for the first time), took place last week. 

 
1.  Science & Engineering Fair of Houston:  STC members Stan Bravenec and Otu Inyang judged 

this fair.  Taking first place was Yasmin “Jenna” Jackson with her project entitled “Coal Ash: 
Testing the Effect of Fly Ash on Radiation Soils at Texas Coal Power Plants.”  She also won last 
year and was nominated for the national HPS Science Fair award which she won.  She will be 
presenting her project tomorrow.    The second-place winner is Alexandra Tan from Ball High 
School in Galveston.  Alexandra’s project is titled “Mitochondrial Effects of High Energy High 



Charge (HZE) Irradiation on the Liver.”  She also won the State STC award at last week’s fair in 
College Station.  Alexandra will also be here tomorrow.  

2. Dallas Regional Science & Engineering Fair:  Sylvia Revell and Matt Amen judged this year for 
the first-time participation by the STC.  They made two awards and an Honorable Mention. 

First Place went to “Determining Bone Health Utilizing Visible Light” by Sophie Krajmalnick from 
Shepton High School in Plano, TX.  Second Place went to the team of Aryan Karthik and Rishi 
Leburu from Heritage Middle School in Frisco, TX.  Their project was titled “The Effect of 
Non-Ionizing Radiation on Plant Cells.”  The Honorable Mention went to Hannah Menter from 
Robinson Middle School in Plano, TX.  Hannah’s project was titled “Radish vs. Radiation – 
Effect of Microwave Radiation on Radish Seedlings.” 

3. Texas State Science & Engineering Fair was judged by Linda Morris and Latha Vasudevan on 
March 29th.  The winner was Alexandra Tan.  As noted in Item 1, Alexandra received our 2nd 
place award at the Houston Fair. 

 
We hope to add the Alamo (San Antonio) fair next year.  Thank you to all of our judges! 
 
Student Presentations 
 
Thank you to Tracy for lining up a good group of students for presentations tomorrow.  Since we have no 

associate degree students participating, it is requested that that award be divided up between the more 
populated degree groups.  Also, judge volunteers are requested.  The judging packets are available at 
this meeting. 

 
Student Travel Grants to National HPS Conference in Orlando 
 
It is requested that we again allocate funds to help our student members who will be traveling to the Orlando 

HPS meeting with assistance from the HPS.  We normally provide $250-$500 per student based on the 
number of students traveling.  

 
2019 Education Grants 
 
We will again be presenting $1000 checks to the winners of STC-HPS Education Grants.  We will be presenting 

an undergraduate, graduate, and possibly an associate degree grant.  I would like to request a few 
minutes to address students tomorrow about the grants. 

 
Status of TSTC RPT Program 
 
The TSTC administration is going to close out the RPT which began in the mid-1970s.  The students currently 

in the program will be allowed to complete the program.  The last semester will be Fall 2019.  It is 
therefore possible that there might be a candidate for an education grant.  

 
Nuclear Power Institute 
 
Considering an RPT Associate’s degree through an arrangement between A&M and TEEX. 
 



CEU Committee: 
● Doug Johnson & Karen Blanchard has reviewed the agenda and at least 6 hours will be awarded, 

perhaps more based upon closer review of content 
● Amanda to send list of people to Doug who requested CEU 

 
Legislative Affairs Committee Report: 

● Linda discussed SB 1021; considering eliminating curie caps and structured fees.  Doing a lot of stuff to 
try and make WCS more competitive.  In committee now; really won’t impact us too much except that 
our prices may decrease. 

 
Membership Chair (Amanda): 

● Currently at 115 members;  
 

 Category 2019 Comments 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 

1 Honorary Lifetime Memberships 3 
Hageman, Poston, 
Morris 

3 1 
2 

2 
2 

2 Individual Memberships 88  105 117 111 116 130 

3 Student Memberships 10  12 11 62 10 11 

4 Science Fair Winners 0  2 3 2 0 2 

 Sub-Total 101  122 115 176 127 143 

5 Affiliate Memberships 14  16 15 23 22 22 

 Total 115  138 135 199 149 165 

(Numbers of 2019 Members, above, includes New Members listed below) 

New Members 

 

 

Wishert  Ben  Regular 
Margot  Dmitri  Student 
Cuthbert  Thomas  Student 
Hernandez  Soleil  Student 
Chavez  Ana  Regular 
Dor  Kervens  Regular 
Mariano  Craig  Regular 
Ford  Michael  Regular 

 

 

 

   

 
Approval of new members: Billie made a motion to accept new members.  Tracy seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor of accepting the new members. 
 
Nominations Committee (Sandra): 

● Been really tough to get people to be willing to step up into a position.  Need to work really hard on 
getting the newbies to participate in chapter leadership.  There was discussion about adding to the 



membership application a question asking if anyone would be willing to serve in a leadership role on the 
EC.  An existing question was edited in the application to ask this question. 

 
Other Business: 

● Bylaw Revision: The review of the bylaw revision has been tabled for discussion via a conference call to 
be held at a future date. 

 
5. Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn: Erich Fruchtnicht 
Second: Janet Gutierrez 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM. 



State of Texas Chapter of the HPS 

Executive Council Meeting Minutes 

May 17, 2019; Conducted via Online Teleconference 

Attendees: 

Billie Harvey – EC Member 

Jay Poston - EC Member 

Otu Inyang - EC Member 

Latha Vasudevan - EC Member 

Matt Amen - EC Member 

Tracy Tipping - EC Member 

William Pate - EC Member 

Erich Fruchtnicht - EC Member 

Ken Krieger – Committee Chair 

Amanda Sullivan – Committee Chair 

Jennifer Cerecero – Committee Chair 

Sandra Ramirez – Committee Chair 

 

Call to Order: 9:06 AM 

Student Assistance: The proposed budget for student assistance and how the funds were to be 

allocated was presented: 

STC-HPS Student Assistance Budget (Proposed) 2019-2020 

TOTAL EXPENSES   Estimated 

   $5,700.00  

    

Education Grants Estimated Student Paper  Estimated 

Associate Degree* $1,000.00  First Place X 3 $750.00  

Undergraduate $1,000.00  Second Place X 3 $300.00  

Graduate $1,000.00  Third Place if Assoc Not Awarded $150.00  

Total $3,000.00  Total $1,200.00  

    

Travel Grants Estimated Science Fair Estimated 

Student Award $1,000.00  Plaques $350.00  

$250-$500 each  Cash Awards $50.00  

  Shipping  $100.00  

Total $1,000.00  Total $500.00  

 

It was discussed that the student assistance committee can provide funding to students (within the 

scope of the budget) without requiring EC approval each time; the line-items within the budget are 

estimates as to how the money will be spent but there is flexibility to adjust how the funds are spent 



based upon identified needs.  Both Tracy and Jay stated that proposal is in line with current budget as 

planned. Erich made a motion to accept the proposed budget for the student travel grant.  Seconded by 

Sandra.  All voted in approval of the proposed budget.  Jay will send check to Alexander Perry who will 

receive a travel grant. 

Updating membership application/renewal form: The Nuclear Power Institute (NPI) wanted to have 

access to the STC HPS membership list.  It was discussed that one of the benefits of Affiliate membership 

is that they would have access to our membership list, and that as of now the NPI is not an Affiliate 

member. Tracy mentioned the option to have the ability for members to opt-in the having their contact 

information publicly available.  Will discussed the logistical challenges that might be associated with this 

since we rely upon the membership information as retained by National HPS, and that as of right now 

there is no place in their membership data to have people opt-in.  It was discussed that membership 

directory information is not currently publicly available but is only available to STC-HPS members who 

are able to login to the STC-HPS members-only website.  Within the directory, they can limit access to 

their personal information.  The STC-HPS website also has published a privacy policy that states that 

information collected will not be transferred to third party outside of STC-HPS without prior consent.  

The EC consensus was to follow our previous existing privacy policy.  

Website: Tracy sent out the link to the new STC-HPS website; gather comments on the format/design of 

the website.  Provide comments to Will by the end of the month. 

Meeting Fee Policy: Tracy presented the proposed update to the Meeting Fees Policy.  Key changes 

included formalizing that student presenters at the annual student meeting shall have their meeting 

fees waived, that science fair winners and one guest shall have registration fees for the meeting waived, 

and that additional guests of student presenters shall pay a registration fee applicable to the Student 

Category of the meeting to help cover costs of food.  The meeting fee policy as presented is below: 

 

STATE of TEXAS CHAPTER 

HEALTH PHYSICS SOCIETY 

 

POLICY REGARDING MEETINGS AND FEES ASSOCIATED WITH ATTENDING 

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear guidance and uniform application of 

procedures regarding the payment and collection of fees from persons attending meetings 

and other activities conducted and/or sponsored by the State of Texas Chapter of the Health 

Physics Society (hereafter referred to as STC-HPS). 

It shall be the intent, except as noted below, that each person attending a meeting and other 

activity of the STC-HPS, including presenters, shall pay the fees set by the STC-HPS for the 

event according to the status of the person ( i.e., member, student member, affiliate 

member, non-member),  to the activities included (i.e., if a meal or tour or other activity is  

optional, the person may or may not choose to participate),  and to the time of payment (i.e., 

if a reduced fee is set for early registration, the registration  and payment must be received 



on or before the early registration cutoff date).   Except as noted below, representatives of 

Affiliate Members shall pay the fees set for members. 

Except as noted below, exceptions to this policy shall only be approved by a majority vote of 

the Executive Council on a case-by-case basis. 

EXCEPTIONS:  

1. The President-Elect of the national Health Physics Society, in connection with his/her official 

visit to the STC-HPS, shall not be required to pay fees. 

 
2. Persons employed by and assisting in tours at facilities visited in connection with the STC-HPS 

activity shall not have to pay any fee associated with the tour; however, each such person 

would be required to pay for other meals/activities in which he/she participates. 

 
3. At the annual Affiliates’ Fair, each Affiliate Member in good standing shall be provided exhibit 

space at no cost and afforded the opportunity to make a presentation at the meeting.  One 

representative of the Affiliate shall have the registration fees for the meeting waived.  Each 

additional representative from an Affiliate Member’s organization shall pay the Member fee 

for the meeting. 

 
4. Representatives of colleges, universities, and non-profit organizations wishing to have exhibit 

space and/or make a presentation, whose organization is not an Affiliate Member in good 

standing,  shall pay the fee applicable to the individual’s membership category and an 

additional fee of $20 above costs for the booth/presentation time. 

 
5. At the annual student presentation meeting, student presenters shall have the registration 

fees for the meeting waived. 

 
6. At the annual student presentation meeting, a science fair winner and one guest (typically 

the family member that drove them to the meeting) shall have the registration fees for the 

meeting waived. 

 
7. At the annual student presentation meeting, guests of student presenters (other than the 

one allowed in 6.) shall pay the fee applicable to the Student category for the meeting.  These 

guests are typically attending to support the student presenter instead of to acquire 

professional knowledge or CEUs. Payment of the student fee helps cover the cost of food and 

logistics for the meeting, yet is not overly burdensome on the people that come to support 

their student. 

 
Erich made a motion to accept the policy.  Ken Krieger seconded.  All voted in favor of the policy change. 

Bylaw changes: Tracy presented proposed changes to the STC-HPS Bylaws.  The changes include: 

- Typographical, grammatical, and format errors were corrected throughout. 



- Name of chapter was updated throughout. 
- Address of registered office updated. 
- Article I, Section 1 – “or “STC-HPS” deleted.  This item generated the most comments…some for 

and some against.  After reviewing bylaws from other organizations and a legal dictionary 
definition of hereinafter (“in a subsequent part or from this point on in this document”), I 
recommend the deletion stand.  The bylaws establish the legal name of the corporation and for 
convenience, in the rest of the document, the legal name is shortened to “Chapter.”  This does 
not preclude us from referring to the State of Texas Chapter of Health Physics Society as STC-
HPS since abbreviations are commonly used.  Not actually a change to the bylaws; the EC was 
supportive of maintaining the current wording in the bylaws. 

- Article III, Section 2 – “A membership application shall be completed for the purposes of 
populating the Chapter membership directory” added. 

- Article V, Section 7 – “...select two nominees…” changed to “…select one or more nominees…” 
- Article V, Section 12 – “…designate two representatives…” changed to “…designate one or more 

representatives…” 
- Article VI, Section 2 – “…consisting of a Chairman and two (2) other…” changed to “…consisting 

of a Chair and at least two (2) other…”; “…vote of at least three (3) members of the committee.” 
changed to “…vote of a majority of the committee members present.” 

- Article VI, Section 4 – “…shall select two nominees…” changed to “…shall select one or more 
nominees…” 

- Article VI, Section 5. The Nominating Committee shall submit in writing the names of the 
nominees to the Secretary in a reasonable time, ideally about sixty (60) days prior to the 

Annual Meeting of the Chapter.  
- Article VII, Section 1 – “…at least four (4) regular meetings…” changed to “…at least two (2) 

regular meetings…” 
- EC agrees with the March 1st as the deadline to pay dues in order be eligible to vote 

 
There was a discuss surrounding, since we are the State of Texas Chapter, if we would change our 
approach to meetings to instead of having 2-3 large central meetings, would we plan to have smaller, 
more frequent regional meetings.  It was asked if we had the capacity do be able to do something like 
regional meetings? It was stated that although that would be an ideal to work towards, currently it 
doesn’t appear as though the EC would have the bandwidth to be able to coordinate separate regional 
meetings.  However, the EC is making the conscious effort to locate Chapter meetings in areas outside of 
our historic meeting locations.  For example, last year we had a meeting in Granbury and the next 
meeting will be in the Dallas area. 
 
Erich moved to accept the changes to the bylaws with changes discussed; Ken seconded the motion.  All 
voted in favor of accepting the changes to the bylaws with changes discussed. 
 
Will Pate will make the updates to the draft bylaws and then work to distribute the proposed bylaws to 
the chapter for voting. 
 
Latha mentioned that National Rules Committee wants to get a copy of the bylaws once approved. 
 
Charter Revision Issues:  Latha contacted Parlimentarian and Rules Committee Chair for National and 

who provided recommendations for the draft charter sent out in 2017.  Rules Committee went through 

it and provided a 6-page document with revisions.  Asked if the changes from the recommendations had 



been made to the Charter.  The name change has been made, so it is not clear what else additional 

information is required by National HPS.  HPS creates the certificate saying there is a Charter, and the 

original Charter has been provided back to National HPS.  Tracy appointed Latha as Chair of an Ad-Hoc 

committee for Update of the Charter, with Jennifer and Amanda assisting to sort out exactly what is 

going on, what is necessary, etc. 

Other items: 

Matt Amen asked some questions related to the planning of meetings:  

- Do we have a budget; we try to break even. 
- Asked is there a maximum amount per night for the hotel?  They typically ask for the 

State rate.   
- Asked if the topic has to be approved by the Executive Council?  Not standard practice.   
- Asked if having physicians/techs to present want to also get CEUs; should go through 

Doug Johnson to coordinate.   
- Who will lead the breakfast meeting if EC leadership is not going to attend?  Typically it 

depends upon who will attend; usually the highest ranking member of the EC. 
 

Discussion on setting up a Constant Contact registration page and using that to keep track of registrants 

rather than just email correspondence.  Once details on the Breakfast meeting have been finalized, a 

Constant Contact page will be setup and distributed to the membership. 

Minutes Approval: Will Pate moved to approve the minutes with edits; Latha Seconded; all voted in 

favor of approval with the exception of Ken Krieger who abstained from the vote. 

Meeting for Billet: Ken asked if John might have interest in publishing an article on the meeting he 

attended in April.  EC said that there would be interest so send it into John. 

Motion to adjourn made by Latha at 10:17 AM 

 




